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Abstract
The name of Albert Nolan is closely associated with the theological movement variously
known as prophetic theology, Kairos theology and contextual theology. A member of the
Dominican Order, Nolan worked as student chaplain before becoming a staff member
of the Institute for Contextual Theology in 1984. He played an important role in the
drafting of the Kairos Document in September 1985. From the time of his first book, Jesus
before Christianity (1976) to the years of his last major writing, Jesus today (2006), he
showed that the gospel of Jesus Christ, universal as it is, is always linked to a particular
time and a particular context. It is necessarily situated. Theology responds to the ‘signs
of the times’. It is in that sense that it can be called prophetic. Precisely for that reason
Nolan developed new theological and spiritual themes, the need for personal liberation
for example, as the social and political situation of South Africa evolved.

The name of Albert Nolan, a South African Dominican known for his role in the
struggle against apartheid, is closely associated with a spiritual and theological
movement variously described as prophetic Christianity, prophetic theology or
prophetic preaching.2 In South Africa these terms have a very specific meaning
which this article will try to elucidate. The Kairos Document, a declaration of
faith adopted by a group of anti-apartheid Christian activists, including Nolan,
in September 1985, played an important role in the genesis of the movement.
Elsewhere, especially in evangelical circles, prophetic preaching is used in a
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